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THE SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 


ion This Bulletin is Sablished for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of she Ministry 
of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 4 
_ tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. : 


December 14th, 1944 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL SCHEME BEGINS 
TO TAKE SHAPE 


The Provost of Coventry, the Very Rev. 
R. T. Howard, has issued a statement from 
which the following is taken: 


_ It will be remembered that the 
Coventry Cathedral Scheme consists not only 
of the rebuilding of the Cathedral, which 
‘will remain a purely and definitely Anglican 
Church, but also of the building and endow- 
ing of a Chapel of Unity and a Christian 
Centre of Service to the Community, which 
will be closely attached to and related to 
the Cathedral, but will belong to the Free 
-Churches and the Church of England jointly. 
This Scheme has now reached a new and 
important stage by the completion of a Con- 
stitution for the Christian Centre, through 
‘which the vision of unity can be put into 
practical action. 
A Joint Committee of the Cathedral Coun- 
-eil and the Coventry Free Church Federal 
Council has been meeting regularly for the 
‘last six months at the Bishop’s House with 
a growing sense of mutual understanding 
and generous give-and-take. The first draft, 
out of which all the rest has grown, was 
submitted to Dr. Temple, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and gained his complete approval. 
At the end of Oetober it reached its final 
form with the unanimity of the Joint Com- 
mittee. “It has been approved by the House 
of Clergy of the Diocese by an overwhelm- 


‘ing majority, and unanimously by the Cathe- 


_dral Council and the Free Church Federal 
Council. It was approved by the Diocesan 
Conference on Wednesday, December 6th. 

The full title of the Centre is to be ‘“‘The 

Coventry Cathedral Christian Service Cen- 
tre.” Its object is clearly stated at the be- 

ginning of the Constitution as follows:— ~ 
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“To use the combined powers of the 
Church of England and of the Free 
Churches'‘to strengthen their life and work 
among the people of the County of War- 
wick within the diocese of Coventry.” 

It will seek: 

(i) To deepen, widen and intensify the 
corporate Christian life of the people 
in the Christian congregations. 

To encourage the Church in its work 
of evangelism. 

To relate every department of the at 
life of the general community to the ¥ 
life of the Church. 

To strengthen the co-operation be- 
between Anglican and Free Church- 
men. 

To work towards the complete re- 
union of all<Christian communions. 


(ii) 
(ili) 


(iv) 
(v) 


The Governing Body 


The Governing Body of the buildings, the — 
endowments and activities will be a Joint — 

Council of twelve Anglicans and twelve Free 
Churchmen. The Anglicans will be the. 
Bishop and Provost with elected representa- 
tives, clerical and lay, from the Cathedral 
and from the Diocese; while the Free 
Churchmen will be elected representatives. 
ministers and laymen, of the Baptist, Con- 
gregationalist, Methodist and Presbyterian - 
bodies, and of the Free Church Council in ie 
general. 2S 


The Wardens 


The expert workers in fields of Christian — 
community service are to be called Wardens, — 


uy 


combining the older meaning of the word as 


head or host of a college or hostel with its 
modern meaning of the Civil Defence 
Warden, who is a person very much at the 
service of the community. 

There will be a small Joint Appointment 
Board of three Anglicans (including the 
Bishop and the Provost) and three Free 
Churchmen, elected from the Joint Council. 
This Board will consult together whenever 
an appointment is to be made, and after such 
consultation the final choice will rest with 
the Bishop alone in certain cases, with the 
three Anglicans and the three Free Church- 
men in other cases. 

Since the total commitments of existing 
Christian work of the Church of England in 
the diocese are larger than the commitments 
of the Free Churches, it was readily agreed 
that for the time being the number of 
Wardens finally chosen by the Bishop and the 
three Anglicans should be kept as nearly as 
possible in the proportion of three to two to 
those chosen by the three Free Churchmen. 

Again, the importance of keeping the body 
of Wardens closely related to the personnel 
of the Cathedral Church was so strongly 
realized that it was agreed that one in every 
three of the Anglican Wardens should be 
chosen from the Residentiary Canons of the 
Cathedral. 

The Wardens will work under the general 
direction of the Joint Appointment Board. 
In so far as they enter on fields of work that 


_ properly belong to the Clergy or Free Church 


ministers, they will only engage on these 
activities after securing the goodwill of the 
clergy and ministers concerned. All Anglican 
Wardens, clerical or lay, will work with a 
license or commission from the Bishop. 


The Chapel of Unity 


The Chapel of Unity is a new departure, 
in that it will be a place of worship belonging 
equally to the Church of England and the 
Free Churches, by belonging to the Joint 
Council. It can well be imagined what a 
variety of richness in worship will be 
brought into it for the inspiration of those 
who gather there. 

It will be for the Joint Council to settle 
what kind of services shall be held there. 
It was agreed with equal certainty by the 
Free Church and Anglican members of the 
Drafting Committee that Holy Communion 
should not yet be celebrated in this Chapel. 
The best place for the denominations to cele- 
brate Holy Communion according to their 
own rites is in their own churches and 
chapels. When the time comes, for which all 


~ 


Churchmen and Noncomformists pray, that 
all denominations can conscientiously agree — 
to partake of the Sacrament of Unity to-— 
gether, the right place will be the Cathedral © 


Church 
Church. 


The Christian Service Centre Already in 
Action 


There is already a tremendous amount of 
co-operation between the Church of England 
and the Free Churches in Coventry. There 
is a Council of Churches which is continually 


itself—or, indeed, any Christian — 


going into united action along various fronts, — 
with the object of bringing the weight of the © 


Christian Church to bear upon the general — 


life of the community, whether in the direc- 
tion of the Christian education of all children 
at school, the service of youth in Youth Fel- 
lowship or Youth Centres, the planning of 
the city along lines which will make for the 
good life of every citizen, or the raising of 
the level of home and family life in the com- 
munity. 


A SWISS PROFESSOR’S FIRST-HAND 
REPORT ON FRENCH RELIGION 
Our readers will see with interest the fol- 


lowing article from a recent number of 
Semeur Vaudois, a Swiss Protestant paper :— 


“Prof. F. J. Leenhardt, Professor of Theol- — 
ogy at the Faculty of Theology in Geneva, — 


has just paid a month’s official visit to 
France. His particular mission was to con- 
tact the Protestant Faculty of Theology. 


Tell me, Professor, how did you reach — 


Montpellier? 


A month ago to anyone with only a limited 


time at his disposal railway travel was far 
from convenient. I therefore made use of 
the modern method of hitch-hiking, with all 
its uncertainty and discomforts. Byt I was 
particularly interested in coming across 
people who were not living on the frequented 
main lines. 
you that in all the large towns the hotels 
were packed, and I have to admit that I 
twice reached Nimes at about midnight and 
had no alternative but to settle down for 
sleep in a cinema! 


Has the Midi suffered very much? — 


Te Sretipeele ita ide 


FAR ated RAE 


It is scarcely necessary to tell — 


Neither Montpellier nor Nimes have really © 


suffered, but their stations have been heavily 
damaged. Marseilles, on the other hand, un- 
derwent really heavy bombardment and the 
occupying enemy blew up the docks. The 
damage here, however, is nothing in com- 


! 


parison with what other towns have suffered. — 


a 


Ror: 


What has become of Professor Jean Cadier, 
the famous “‘Corporal” of the Drome 
district ? 

Jean Cadier worked with the Resistance, 
| but just managed to escape the Gestapo’s 
} clutches and took to the Maquis as a chap- 
} lain. He is held in very high esteem in Re- 
| sistance circles. He does not hesitate to speak 
} publicly at meetings of a political character, 
not in order to “play the politician,” but to 
bring the spirit of the Gospel to those who 
are endeavouring to find the best road to the 
reconstruction of France. There are certain 
opportunities which no one has the right to 
miss! 


Have the French Protestant clergy in general 
had the same feeling about their work? 


This must naturally depend to a certain 
extent on individual character and circum- 
stances. To my knowledge no parson joined 
the Collaborationists with one sole exception, 
and the majority took part more or less 
directly in the work of liberation by giving 
their spiritual support. The part that they 
have played in this modern epic will slowly 
come to light, and it was for them, as for 
a number of others, a moral and spiritual 
epic as much as a military one, having fought 
for four years to liberate the soul of France. 


Has the position of Protestantism been 
strengthened? 


It is rather certain Christians as individu- 
als rather than the Churches as Churches, 
who, by their courageous attitude and the 
clear-sightedness of their judgment under 
circumstances so liable to deceive the minds 
of many, stand out in clear relief, and so 
there is a tendency now to request Christians 
to carry out in positive form this same at- 
tachment to truth, justice and love. The pas- 
tors themselves have in many cases been 
asked, during this exceptional period through 
‘which the country is passing, to undertake 
somewhat surprising responsibilities—such 
for example, as to carry out for a few weeks 


nominated as a member of a court-martial; 
a third was asked to sit on a finance commis- 
sion merely to guarantee that justice should 
be done! And many other cases could be 
cited. / ° 


Such things, it seems to me, should tend to 
throw a high light on Protestantism ? 


That is no doubt true and the proof of it 

is furnished by the desire shown by the 
Front National that one of its representa- 
_ tives in the Consultative Assembly should be 
a pastor. The Front National asked Pastor 


the functions of a Prefect; while another was ° 


Eberhard, of Lyons, to accept this responsi- 
bility, and this nomination can be taken as 
a homage not only to an individual but to 
Protestantism. 


How does French Protestantism look at the 
future? 


It would be trite to reply “with confi- 
dence,” and it might not even be just, for 
French Protestantism is well aware that it 
has enormous responsibilities to face. It 
hopes to meet them with faith and energy 
and is perfecting its active plans, though it 
would be premature to speak of them to-day. 
It is to be hoped that it will be a more ever- 
present body in the country than in the past. 


And what place has “Social Christianity” in 
this? 


I had no opportunity of contacting the 
members. I know that, like everyone else, 
they are fully appreciative of their present 
responsibilities. It is possibly of interest to 
know that many of the Christians who took 
an active part in the struggle of France for 
truth and justice were not in any way out- 
standingly ‘social Christians” in the mean- 
ing that this phrase had five years ago. 


What was your general impression gleaned 
during your trip? 

It requires considerable temerity, even 
after three weeks’ contact-with a country in 
both the provinces and the capital, to at- 
tribute any real value to any impression 
gleaned. I met the ordinary man in the 
street, and a number of intellectuals, and 
some highly-placed politicians, and my feel- 
ing is mixed. Many French people appear 


not to understand what it was all about. ~ 


Suffering is not enough to educate a people, 
but a group of outstanding individuals has 
emerged from the hardships of these sad — 
years. 


At the present time everything is in proc- ~ 


ess of change. The best French people are 
hard at work to lead their countrymen to- 


wards a future where the best of traditions © in 
The rarity of really _ 


may shine forth again. 
capable men is, however, being deplored on 
every side. France has been bled by captiv- 
ity, deportations, executions and massacres, 
the finest of the French have been decimated 
in numbers, and the country suffers as a 
result. This misfortune is even greater than 
the material devastations, although the latter 
aggravate the difficulties to be overcome. I> 
can say nothing about the political question 
and your readers will no doubt appreciate - 


its extreme complexity. The people of France — ae 
seem to require careful handling, being at | 


i 1 


British and American authorities 


the same time as though in a ae of good 
and bad health. They should receive all the — 


care and regard to be given to someone weak 
and suffering, and simultaneously should 
meet the demands that can legitimately be 
made on a strong and healthy body. Appeal 
can be made to their strength, although their 
fatigue should be taken into account. The 
French now have behind them the great joy 
of military liberation, though it must not be 
forgotten that a considerable portion of the 
territory is still occupied. They are now be- 
ginning to deal with the less spectacular 
tasks of moral and spiritual liberation. This 
country, which has done so much to keep its 
soul alive, will soon learn how to give it 
strength and make it shine forth to the world 
at large. 
And now, after the worry and stress of his 
trip, Mr. Leenhardt will take up his excellent 
teaching work again in our University.” 


A BRITISH MISSIONARY’S MARTYR- 
DOM IN THE GILBERT ISLANDS 


The Times, of December 8th, 1944, gives 
information concerning the death of the Rev. 
Alfred Sadd, a young missionary of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, who met his death 
at the hands of the Japanese on Tarawa, in 


the Gilbert Islands. When arrested Mr. Sadd 
- refused to walk on the Union Jack which the 


Japanese laid in front of him, but according 
to a native report, “gathered it in his arms 
and kissed it.”” With 21 other men he was put 


- to forced labour on Tarawa, and later taken 


out to be shot. A native pastor says: “They 
were very heavy hearted, but Mr. Sadd went 
out and stood in front of them and spoke 
words of cheer. When he had finished he 
went back and stood a little in front of them 
so that he would be the first to die.” The 
have 
erected a memorial on Betic Islet, Tarawa 
Atoll. 

Mr. Sadd had worked for several years in 
one of the most isolated stations occupied 
by British missionaries. His death is a cause 
for deep regret, although the manner in 
which he met it will bring lasting honour 
both to his country and his faith. 


GENERAL EISENHOWER’S PROMISE 
TO GERMAN CHURCHES 


General Eisenhower, in a message to the 
German people, broadcast on December 7th, 
1944, by Luxembourg radio, promised them 
freedom of worship, restoration of Church 
property and the eradication of Nazi in- 
fluences within the Church. 
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Sony = 


_tenens, Alexis, 


-1,—For more gar ten years Germans have 
qived under a Government which made the 
persecution of innocents a principle of law. 
Such laws fly in the face of all that is right. 
They will be eradicated by the Allied Military © 
Government. | 


2.—The Military Government will abolish 
all Nazi laws which discriminate against or 
put at a disadvantage any individual or 
group of persons because of their creed, race, 
nationality, language or political convictions. 


3.—Freedom to follow your own religious - 
belief is returned to you by Military Govern-— 
ment. Places of worship will re-open and 
stay open. It will be for the people to see 
that the sanctity of religious service is safe- 
guarded and not misused. Germans would 
forfeit this right if they were to allow re- 
ligious gatherings to be used for political 
purposes. : 
4.—We will recognize the claims of re- 
ligious communities for the restoration of © 
property of every kind wrested from them 
under legal pretences or otherwise by the 
Nazis. . 


5.—Nazis who have usurped office within 
a religious community will be removed. 
Churches will be cleared of all Nazi influ- 
ences, 


AN ORTHODOX CONFERENCE IN 
RUSSIA ; 


Izvestia has published a report on the 
conference of Bishops of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church which took place in Moscow on 
November 21st, 22nd and 23rd, 1944. Thirty-_ 
nine Bishops took part in this conference, 
which was opened by the Patriarchal locum 
Metropolitan of Leningrad 
and Novgorod. : 

The conference unanimously approved the ; 
resolution to convoke in Moscow on January 
31st, 1945, the Council of the Russian Ortho-— 
dox Church, in which Bishops and represen- 
tatives of the clergy and lay-believers of all 
dioceses would take part, for the election of 
the Patriarch of All Russia and at which 
other Church problems would be solved. p 

The conference unanimously approved the 
proposal by Metropolitan Alexis to invite the 
following to the Council:—Benjamin, Gcu- 
menical Patriarch and Archbishop of Con- 
stantinople; Alexander III, Patriarch of An- 
tioch and all the East; Jerusalem and Callis- 
tratus, Catholics of Georgia. (Soviet Broad 
cast in Czechoslovak, November 29th, 1944.) 


